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line continues thence to Cloncitrry a copper mining area on
the edge of the Barkly Tableland Other lines run back from
Rockhampton to Longreach and from Brisbane through
the Darling Do\vns to Quilpie almost on the edge ot the
Lake Eyre Basin An important project is to link up the
eastern States to Darwm by a line from Bourke in Isew
South Wales via Camooweal The great inland areas in this
region receiving 15 inches or more of ram a year contribute
largely to the prosperity of Queensland
3   Coastal Queensland
The main feature of this region is the narrow strip of
country between the highlands and the Pacific The highest
land of this section of the Divide rises almost abruptly from
the sea This is the Bellenden Ker range the coastal battle
ment of the Atherton plateau in which the highest peak
Mount Bartle Frere rises only to 5 500 feet Since this
upland opposes the prevailing on shore winds it is not
surprising to find that the highest rainfall in Australia occurs
hereabouts A very large area receives o\er 50 inches of ram
a year while some localities receive o\er 160 inches This
led Griffith Taylor to regard it as the most fa\ourable region
for close white settlement in northern Australia a prophecy
which has been fulfilled in a remarkable manner If efficient
rotation of crops and soil conservation were practised more
widely the fulfilment would be e\en more striking
The height of land in general lies much, farther back from
the coast than this however and the divide behind Rock
hampton is 300 miles from the sea The highland region is
a broad belt of range country which narrows to the north
and south but makes communication between the seaboard
and the interior a matter of some difficulty
In the wetter uplands  dairying has become an important